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1. SUMMARYBM UIL IS VERY ANXIOUS TO HAVE AFL-CIO REPRESENTED AT 
JIL'S JUNE CONGRESS, UIL WILL ALSO INVITE EAST EUROPEAN DISSIDENTS 
POR ONE DAY OF CONGRESS WHICH WILL PEATURE DISCUSSION OP REPRESSION 
IN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. UIL INTERNATIONAL OPPICE CHIEF DRAGO 
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SOUGHT EMBASSY GUIDANCE ON HOW BEST TO INVITE APL-CIO AND HIGHLIGHTED 
VARIOUS ANTI-COMMUNIST INITIATIVES OP NEW UIL LEADERSHIP. END SUMMARY 


2. UIL INTERNATIONAL OPPICE CHILE FRANCESCO DRAGO CAME TO 
EMBASSY MARCH 24 TO POLLOW UP EARLIER DISCUSSION (REP C.) AND 
STRESS UIL'S DESIRE POR AFL-CIO ATTENDANCE AT UIL’S CONGRESS 
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IN BOLOGNA AT THE END OF JUNE. DRAGO SAID UIL HAD DECIDED TO 
INVITE CZECH AND PERHAPS POLISH DISSIDENTS TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES 
AND TO FOCUS ON REPRESSION IN COMMUNITST COUNTRIES DURING EULL 
DAY OF DISCUSSION OF INTERNATIONAL ISSUES JULY I. HE 
REFERRED TO BENVENUTO'S WELL PUBLICIZED MEMBERSHIP IN AN ITALIAN 
COMMITTEE SUPPORTING DISSIDENTS IN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. DRAGO 
SUGGESTED THAT HOLDING THE CONGRESS AND DISCUSSING DISSENT IN THE 
EAST IN COMMUNIST STRONGHOLD BOLOGNA WAS A DELIBERATE UIL PROVO- 
CATIONOE THE PCI. 

DRAGO ASKED HOW BEST TO INVITE AEL-CIO. EMBASSY LABOR OFEICER 
SUGGESTED EITHER LETTER EROM UIL SECGEN BENVENUTO TO PRESIDENT 
MEANY OR CONTACT WITH AEL-CIO EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVE IRVING BROWN. 
DRAGO MENTIONED HIS EARLIER CONVERSATIONS WITH BROWN, ASKED WHEN 
BROWN WOULD NEXT BE IN ITALY AND SAID THAT HE, DRAGO, WOULD VISIT 
PARIS SHORTLY AND MAY TRY TO SEE BROWN THERE. HOWEVER, DRAGO 
REFERRED OBLIGUELY TO CONCERN BY BENVENUTO ABOUT POSSIBLE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT THAT CONTACT WITH BROWN MIGHT ENTAIL. 
DRAGO SAID UIL WOULD BE PARTICULARLY PLEASED IE THE AEL-CIO ATTENDED 
THEIR CONGRESS AND NOT CISL'S. 

4. DRAGO WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO HIGHLIGHT MORE VIGOROUS ROLE 

HE EELT UIL WAS PLAYING UNDER BENVENUTO IN CRITICIZING AND CAUSING 
DIFFICULTIES FOR COMMUNISTS WITHIN THE EEDERATION CGIL-CISL-UIL 
(CCU), ESPECIALLY IN DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT AUSTERITY EFEORTS 
AND STUDENT PROTEST. HE FELT UIL WAS THUS GAINING CREDIBILITY 
AND SUPPORT AMONG YOUNG WORKERS AND STUDENTS. HE CLAIMED UIL HAD 
BLOCKED CGIL ENTRY INTO INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN CHEMICAL UNION 
TRADE SECRETARIATS, AIDED BY EACT CISL HAD DROPPED OUT. HE POINTED 
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OUT THAT BENVENUTO HAD AVOIDED THE PAN-EUROPEAN TRADE UNION 
CONEERENCE AT GENEVA. DRAGO SAID BENVENUTO WAS CONSIDERING 
DISAEEILIATING FROM THE ICFTU WHICH HE CONSIDERED INEEFECTUAL 
AND EXPENSIVE, IN ORDER TO EMPHASIZE CONTACTS WITH WEST EUROPEAN 
TRADE UNIONS AND WORK TO DIMINISH THEIR CONTACTS WITH THE EAST. 

5. DRAGO SAID THAT SOCIALIST PREDOMINANCE IN AND THE NEW ACTIVISM 
OE THE UIL HAS MADE UIL, NOT CGIL, THE EOCUS OE SOCIALIST TRADE 
UNION ACTIVITIES, PUTTING THE CGIL SOCIALISTS IN THE SHADE, 

DESPITE THE EACT THERE ARE MORE SOCIALISTS IN THE CGIL THAN IN 

THE UIL. HE SAID THIS HAS ALSO STIMULATED THE CGIL SOCIALISTS 
TO TAKE A MORE AGGRESSIVE STANCE WITHIN THE CGIL, SYMBOLIZED BY 
THE SUBSTITUTION OE MARIANETTI EOR BONI, AND WAS EORCING THE 
CGIL COMMUNISTS TO CONCEDE GREATER INELUENCE AND VISIBILITY TO 
THE CGIL SOCIALISTS. 

6. DRAGO SAID HE WOULD ATTEND THE EARLY APRIL MEETING OF 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST PARTIES IN OSLO ALONG WITH BENVENUTO AND 
UIL SECRETARIES RAVENNA AND RAVECCA. HE SAID THE PSI WOULD BE 
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REPRESENTED IN OSLO BY ITS SECGEN CRAXI AND PROBABLY ALSO 
SIGNORILE, THE PSDI BY SECGEN ROMITA AND LONGO, ADD CISL 
SECRETARIES CARNITI, CREA, ROMEI AND GABAGLIO AND INTERNATIONAL 
OEFICE CHIEF BADUEL. ASKED WHY CISL AT A SOCIALIST GATHERING 
HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO BADUEL'S AMBITIONS AND MANEUVERINGS, 

AND SAID GABAGLIO HAS VAGUE SOCIALIST CREDENTIALS. HE 
CRITICIZED BADUEL BITTERLY EOR COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNISTS 
AND SAID WAS MANEUVERING TO BE ELECTED AS A CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC DEPUTY TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN 1978 WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OE CGIL SECRETARY AND INTERNATIONAL CHIEE ALDO 
BONACCINI. 

8. COMMENT. DRAGO EMPHASIZED, PERHAPS EXAGGERATED, THOSE 
ELEMENTS OE THE NEW UIL LEADERSHIP'S BEHAVIOR MOST LIKELY TO 
APPEAL TO THE AEL-CIO. THE UIL LEADERSHIP IS OBVIOUSLY 
INTERESTED IN REESTABLISHING CONTACT WITH THE AFL-CIO IN 
ORDER TO EXPLAIN ITS POLICIES WITH MUCH THE SAME MOTIVATION 
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AS THAT OE CISL'S NEW LEADERSHIP REP. A). WE PEEL IT WOULD BE 
VERY USEPUL EOR THE AFL-CIO TO RESUME DIRECT CONTACTS WITH THE 
LEADERSHIP OP BOTH THE CISL AND THE UIL. CLEARLY, THE CISL IS THE 
MORE IMPORTANT OP THE TWO CONPEDERATIONS BECAUSE IT IS SUB- 
STANTIALLY MORE NUMBEROUS. HOWEVER, WITHIN THE CCU PRAMEWORK IN 
WHICH THE THREE CONFEDERATIONS HAVE CO-EQUAL REPRESENTATION, THE 
UIL HAS AN IMPACT GREATER THAN IS SIZE WOULD OTHERWISE PRODUCE. 

GARDNER 
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